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Journey Update - The €uropean Union

Spain, Portugal, and Italy are three of fifteen nations that form the European Union (EU). The EU is the result
of cooperative efforts on trade and other issues that began in 1951 with Belgium, West Germany, France, Italy,
Luxembourg, and The Netherlands. Spain and Portugal joined the EU in 1986 and the organization is now poised
to accept new members from Eastern Europe.

The EU’s mission is to organize relations between member states and their peoples by promoting economic and
social progress and political freedom. A European Parliament is elected by the people of the member states and
other EU institutions include a court of justice and commission to inititate new laws. On January 1, 1999 the euro
became the official currency of the member states.
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