


2.1.4 The Atlantic Crossing
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Mapping ~ €urope’s Atlantic Islands

Portugese Islands (Capitals): Azores (Ponta Delgada); Madeira Islands (Funchal), Cape Verde (Praia)
Spanish Islands (Capitals): Canary Islands (Santa Cruz, Las Palmas)
Features: Northwest African Coastline

These four island groups are all of volcanic origin and located in the eastern Atlantic Ocean. The cold southern flowing waters
of the Canary Current beyond Spain and northwest Africa were used by explorers before Columbus to ply the coastlines
to an area near the equator where the warmer Gulf Stream made it possible to sail westward to the Americas. For this
reason both the Canaries and Cape Verde Islands became important provisioning stations for trading vessels during
the 16th century. Both archipeligos are hot and dry at sea level for extended periods throughout the year and have
become popular tourist destinations.
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