


2.5.4 The Atlantic Crossing
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9.5 Journey Update - The Canary Island Guanches

The native Gaunches people of the Canaries inhabited Tenerife in the volcanic island chain for generations before
its discovery by Spanish traders in the 1400s. The Spanish crown sought to conquer the islands and dispatched
the conquistador Alonso Fernandez de Lugo to Tenerife in 1494 on what was assumed would not be a difficult
task. However, the Gaunches under King Bencomo responded with fierce resistance upon de Lugo’s arrival in the
Bay of Acentejo and most of the invaders were wiped out in a famous battle.

The native population of Tenerife was not subjugated until an epidemic decimated the island’s people in 1495
and in consequence of native hostilities, the culture of the surviving Guanches was severely repressed. Onlyh
since the 1990s has a renaissance emerged on the island in recognition of the Guanches’ heroic struggle and
distinctive cultural traditions. Guanches names are now allowed on street signs and the public display of bronze
statues by native artist Jose Abad honoring the Guanches kings is now permitted.
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