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Journey Update ~ Cuba and Castro

The island nation of Cuba south of Florida is only about 120 miles across at its widest point but stretches nearly
750 miles from the Gulf of Mexico to the Caribbean Sea. The climate and soil are ideal for the cultivation of
sugarcane and Cuba remains a major world exporter of sugar as well as strategic metals including nickel,
cobalt, and chrome. The island remained a Spanish colony after its discovery by Columbus until 1898 and
many immigrants from Spain moved to Cuba following its independence which was supported by the
United States.

Relations between the Cuban people and America were strained in the 20th century during the rule of dictator
Fulgencio Batista and worsened when communist leader Fidel Castro rose to power in 1959. Castro’s rule was
opposed by many Cubans who organized with American encouragement the ill-fated Bay of Pigs uprising in
1961. Their failure to overthrow Casto led to the exile of 600,000 Cubans who fled to America where most settled
in Florida. Relations worsened in 1962 after the Soviet Union attempted to install nuclear missles on the island.
Although the government of Cuba has been increasingly isolated from the world since the collapse of Eastern
European communist nations in the early 1990s, Cuba remains a hardline communist country.
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