


8.5.4 The Inca Congquest
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8.5 Journey Update ~ Chbile’s Soutbern Coastal Digbhway

The conflict between development and preservation is being brought into sharp focus in Chile where a national
debate continues over the extension of the Southern Coastal Highway into the Valdivian Rainforest along
the country’s west central coast. The Valdivia is South America’s largest temperate rainforest and 95% of
its tree species are endemic, or native to the area and not found anywhere else on the globe. Many animal
species are also unique to the rainforest including the mountain monkey and the world’s smallest deer
and largest woodpecker.

Interests favoring development point out that timber resources are needed to diversify Chile’s stagnant economy
which is heavily dependant on fishing and copper mining. The extension of the coastal highway will allow
better access to rainforest resources and also promote the development of plantation farming. Other logged
areas would be replanted with eucalyptus trees. Funding for the project has not yet been approved since a
study from the Central Bank of Chile reported that at current rates of exploitation, the nation’s native forests
would disappear in twenty years. 4
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