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9.1 Mapping -~ The Amazon River Region

Nations (Capitals): Brazil (Brasilia), Guyana (Georgetown), Surinam (Paramaribo), French Guiana (Cayenne)

Other Cities: Sao Paulo, Rio de Janiero, Belém, Manaus

Features: Atlantic Ocean, Amazon River, Negro River, Madeira River, Selvas, Brazilian Highlands

The vast Amazon River Basin of northern Brazil carries one-fifth of the planet’s fresh water making it the world’s largest
river system and one of the longest. The Amazon’s headwaters are born in the eastern slopes of the Andes Mountains and
flow across Brazil to drain the massive Brazilian Highlands to the south and the Guiana Highlands in the north. The region

contains the world’s largest tropical rain forest although vast tracts have been destroyed since the 1980s due to logging,
mining, and ranching to threaten the remaining native peoples and a crucial world habitat.
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