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Many kinds of observations made daily by Lewis and Clark regarding the climate, geography, and vegetation
can now be done from space due to remote sensing technology developed by NASA with the Landsat family of
Earth resources monitoring satellites. Analysts can now study Midwest farmland imagery to predict crop yields
and determine soil mineral deficiencies. Forest scientists use satellite imagery to develop accurate forest
classifications showing tree species, size class, and density. Similar Landsat technology enabled scientists in 1991
to identify and protect areas threatened by the massive oil spill in the Persian Gulf that occurred during the Gulf
War. Urban areas in the United States have benefited from satellite imagery for use in planning metropolitan
growth and for the protection of open space.
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