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5.7 Mapping: Southeast Asia
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Nations (Capitals): Burma (Rangoon), Laos (Vientiane), Thailand (Bangkok), Cambodia (Phnom Penh),
Vietnam (Hanoi).

Features: Irrawaddy River, Mekong River, Gulf of Thailand, Annamese Cordillera.

Southeast Asians travel and communicate by way of three major rivers all flowing southward between mountain
ranges. The Mekong rises in eastern Tibet at a high mountain pass and flows 2,600 miles through China, Myanmar,
and Laos, where it becomes navigable, on through Thailand, Cambodia, and Vietnam to the South China Sea.
The Salween, 1,750 miles long, also originates in Tibet. All but the 74 miles above its mouth at the Gulf of Martaban
are filled with rapids and not navigable. Formed by the Mali and Nmai rivers, the Irrawaddy River of Myanmar
flows 1,250 miles to form an extensive delta, emptying into the Andaman Sea.
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