


6.1.4 TROPICAL REALMS OF TRADE

6./ Mapping: Indonesia
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Islands: Sumatra, Java, Borneo, Celebes, Timor, New Guinea (show Irian Jaya).

Cities: Jakarta, Palu.
Features: Strait of Malacca, South China Sea, Java Sea, Pacific Ocean.

The Malay Archipelago, the largest system of island groups in the world, is situated south of Asia and north of
Australia between the Indian and Pacific Oceans. The system includes Indonesia, a nation unique in that it has
34,000 miles of coast line and over 400 volcanoes, 70 eruptions of which have been recorded. Two recent major
eruptions affecting the global environment occurred in 1815 and 1883 on the islands of Krakatoa and Tambora.
Both sent tidal waves up to 50 feet high and spewed debris into the atmosphere that traveled around the globe
for several years after the explosions.
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