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2.1 JOURNEY \UPDATE: IRAQ

Ancient Mesopotamia, the “Land Between the Rivers,” is the birthplace of world civilization since highly developed

cultures emerged there nearly six thousand years ago. Six years of primary education are compulsory and the
school year operates from September to June. The language of instruction is usually in Arabic. Folk music and
dancing are popular as are such sports and games as soccer, basketball, horse racing, chess, and backgammon.

Capital and Major Cities: Al Basrah, An Najaf, Ar Ramadi, Baghdad, Karkak, Mosul, Tikrit
Physical Features: Mesopotamia, Euphrates River, Milh Lake, Mt. Gundah Zhus, Syrian Desert, Tharthar Lake,
Tigris River
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