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2.5 PROBLEM-SOLVING: GENERATIONS

The Bible tells the story of Adam and Eve, the first people, in other words the first generation. You and your brothers
and sisters, your friends and other young people are members of the present generation. Make a generational
chart showing yourself, your two parents, and your four grandparents. Place the correct names on the chart.
Notice that the number doubles with each generation. From you (1), to your parents (2), to your grandparents (4)
represents what is known as a geometric progression. How many great grandparents do you have? a. 6; b. 8; c.
10; d. 12. The answer is 8. You have 4 grandparents, and the number doubles to the previous generation, giving
you 8 great grandparents. Can you find the names of all 8 of your great grandparents? Most people do not know
the names of all their 8 great grandparents. How many generations back would you have to go in order to have
128 “grandparents?” 1024? 81927

Imagine an ancestor of yours who lived in Abraham'’s time. Write him or her a letter in which you tell about your
life. You might want to try to explain to your ancestor about television, or airplanes, or your school work, or some
hobby or favorite activity. Now imagine you are the ancestor and you have decided to write a letter back to you.

What will you write?
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