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3.1 JOURNEY \UPDATE: SYRIA

The capital of this ancient land, Damascus, is considered the oldest continually inhabited city in the world. Syria is
one of the few secular nations in the Middle East where the practice of religions other than Istam is tolerated. Six
years of primary school is compulsory although about three-fourths of all teens finish high school. Students study
from September to May and take part in many sports including soccer (football), basketball, and wrestling.

Capital and Major Cities: Damascas, Aleppo, Baniyas, Latakia, Tadmur

Physical Features: Anti-Lebanon Mountains, Lake as-Asad, Druze Mountains, Euphrates River, Mediterranean
Sea, Orontes River, Syrian Desert
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