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6.5 PROBLEM-SOLVING: MECA-SWARMS

We learn in Exodus, Chapter 10, about the Plague of Locusts. The Bible says, So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh
and said to him, “This is what the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, says: ‘How long will you refuse to humble
yourself before me? Let my people go....”” The Lord promises to bring a plague of locusts that will cover the
face of the ground and devour what little is left after the plague of hail. When Pharaoh refuses to cooperate, God
delivers on His promisc.

The New Student Bible Commentary notes that it was once observed that a swarm of locusts flying over the Red

Sea measured 15 miles wide and 100 miles long. Imagine the size of such a swarm of these insects!

Think of the swarm of locusts as a giant rectangle, 15 miles wide and 100 miles long. To calculate the area of a
rectangle, you multiply its length times its width. 100 x 15 = ?

Just for practice, measure the area of table in your kitchen or dining room using the length times width formula.

Measure several other rectangles, for example, a room in vour home, one of your textbooks.

Now let us return to the swarm of locusts. The New Student Bible Commentary also mentions that the swarm

was 3 miles deep!

You can think of the swarm as a giant cube. A cube has volume consisting of length and width like a rectangle, but
it also has depth. The formula for measuring the volume of a cube is length times width times depth.

For practice, measure the volume of a cardboard box, the volume of a book, or the volume of an ice cube.
Let's measure the volume of the locust swarm, 100 by 15 by 3 miles. So 100 times 15 times 3. 100 x 15x 3 =7
As you might imagine, such a swarm in the sky would blot out the sun, making the earth dark like twilight. The

swarm mentioned in the commentary ate nearly everything on the land in an area of over 2000 square miles. Write

a paragraph describing such a scene as you imagine it.
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