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7.4 THE ANCIENT WORLD: THE HITTITES

The land of the Hittites lay to the north of Canaan in the region of present Turkey.
The Tron Age began between 1900 and 1400 B.C. in that same portion of western
Asia where rich deposits of iron ore were located. [ron is a mineral which makes up
5% of the earth’s crust and when heated to high temperatures can be worked into

various tools. The Hittite kingdom covered a diverse environment with extensive

mountain highlands, valleys, lakes, and seashores as it was rimmed by four seas,

the Black, Marmara, Aegean, and Mediterranean.

Hatti, homeland of the ancient Hittites, was a powerful empire of the second millennium B.C. in the Middle East.
Through Hatti’s fierce wars and peaceful trade, the Hittites gained the respect of their neighbors but a time of crisis
eventually arose for alt of them. Invading Indo-European groups raided their world and civil war also weakened
Hatti trom within. The Hittite Empire was overthrown in 1260 B.C. and disappeared under circumstances which
remain unclear. Archeologists have recently discovered evidence of a powerful and brilliant society that had
colonized some lands in Canaan when Abraham first traveled to the area.

Hittites are mentioned in the Bible and references indicated important aspects of their culture. When Abraham’s
wite Sarah died in a Hittite colony at Hebron, Abraham asked them for a place to bury his wife. According to
Genesis 23:10, their response was immediate and favorable: “...Bury your dead in the choicest of our tombs,”

"

they replied. One of those Hittites, Ephron, kindly added, “I give you the field... and the cave.” Another extant
piece of literature shows a different facet of Hittite life. The Ritual of Zarpiya includes oath-taking and scapegoating

rituals performed by nine boys and a physician.

Metal working skills of the ancient Hittites coupled with their land’s abundance of iron allowed them to emerge
as inventors of light, two-wheeled war chariots. They rode these chariots to conquer and rule over a vast empire.
Unlike earlier wooden chariots with solid wheels, Hittite chariots had iron rimmed wheels with spokes. They
were graceful in design and easy to maneuver in close battle. Drawn by two horses, skilled horsemen drove into
battle with two warriors carrying short, curved swords and battle axes made of finely honed iron, as well as bows
and arrows. Leading an infantry in close order attack, they rained a shower of terror on foes.

Two centuries ago when a historian went to Turkey looking for an old Roman town, he came upon the ruins of
Hatrusas, the capital of the ancient Hittite Empire. Archeologists have since created a picture of the fine art of
that kingdom from the wealth of artifacts found there and many other sites, proving the skill of Hittite craftsmen.
They decorated gold vessels, personal ornaments, and statues with such methods as gold filigree and a unique
granulated technique. They also crafted red burnished pottery and created polychrome ware of black and red

patterns on a white slip.
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