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7.5 PROBLEM-SOLVING: “ARKITECTURE"

The children of Israel had lived in Egypt for 400 years. They came as nomads, but as they lived in the advanced
society of Egypt for so long, they learned to master trades and cratts. [n Exodus 25-30, we read of the Lord’s
directions to the [sraelites to build an ark or chest of acacia wood, an atonement cover, two cherubim of gold, and
a table of acacia wood, as well as plates, dishes, and pitchers suited to sacred ceremony.

Take some time to read these chapters. Read them for their message to the people of Israel, which is that the
Lord will make a covenant, or promise, with the people. A promise usually involves at least two parties. It is an

agreement, sometimes called a covenant, or compact.

Make notes of all the measurements that are mentioned in these chapters, for example, the size of the ark is to be
two and a half cubits long, a cubit and a halt wide, and a cubit and a half high. What is the volume of the ark in
cubits?

A cubit is an ancient measurement used by the children of Isracl. [f 2.5 cubits is 3.75 fect, then what is the length

of one cubit in feet?

[t has been said that the English system of inches, teet, and yards is itself an ancient system. Most of the world
uses the metric system. Let’s convert cubits to meters. If 2.5 cubits is 1.1 meters, then what is the length of one

cubit in meters?

Now go ahead and make a chart of all the size of all the objects mentioned in chapters 25-30. Your chart should

name the object, its dimensions in cubits, its dimensions in English units, and its dimensions in metric units.

Write a paper in which you compare the English system with the metric system of measure. Try to point out
advantages and disadvantages of each. You may want to do some additional research to help you with this project.

Here are two websites to get you started:

www.cutsmart.com/ pages/articles/ METRIC_VS_ENGLISH_SYSTEM_OF_MEASUREMENT.html
www?.nature.nps.gov/Geology / usgnps/ misc/ metric.html
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