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8.4 THE ANCIENT WORLD: xo0AB

The Moabites occupied the lofty tablelands east of the Red Sea and north toward
the Dead Sea. Originally nomads, the Moabites became a settled people about 1300
BC. The Genesis Biblical narrative tells the story of the Moabites descending from
Lot, Abraham’s son. The national deity of Moab was Chemosh, whom they honored
with cruel and perverse practices including child sacrifices. King Mesha sacrificed
his eldest son by fire as a means of raising a siege. He then killed 7,000 Hebrews in
gratitude to Chemosh. The account of that slaughter which appears on The Moabite

= Stone states “the anger of Chemosh” was the reason for Mesha’s action.
Moabite Stone

The Dead Sea is a salt lake with no outlet in southwestern Asia fed mainly by the Jordan River which enters the
lake trom the north. The heavy inflow of fresh water is carried off solely by evaporation which is rapid in the
hot desert climate. Nearly seven times as salty as the ocean, the Dead Sea contains at a depth of 1,000 feet some
27% solid substances. The surface of the Dead Sea, about 1,300 feet below sea level, is the lowest water surface
on earth. It is 50 miles long, 11 miles wide at most, and 394 square miles in area and is bounded to the east by
Jordan and the west by Israel.

The Old Testament figure Ruth was a Moabite woman who married the son of [sraclites, immigrants to Moab. The
father and son both died and the mother, Naomi, chose to return to Israel. When she told her daughter-in-law to
stay in Moab, Ruth spoke the words that have become part of Hebrew literature: “Do not urge me to leave vou
or return from following you. For where you go I will go, and where you lodge [ will lodge. Your people shall
be my people, and your God my God. Where you die [ will die, and there be buried. May the Lord do so to me
and more if anything but death parts me from you.” Ruth was David’s great-grandmother, both ancestors ot the
Messiah Jesus.

An international team preserved the Moabite Stone, an important stela erected by King Mesha of Moab to record
his revolt against Israel. Set up about 850 BC, it was discovered 1000 years later, lying on the ground in the city of
Dibon. The stone was black basalt, 4 x 2 feet, with 34 lines of Phoenician alphabet inscription. Prussians, French,
Moabites, and Turks all wanted the stela. But locals in Dibon broke it into pieces to sell as charms. Two Germans
gathered all the pieces they could find, put them together and deciphered its message. The similarities between
Moab and Hebrew languages and thought became very apparent to all who read it.

One of the few pieces of recovered Moabite art is a stone relief of a warrior of Moab, with whom the Israelites
were often at war. The relief was carved in black-green basalt and is 3 ' feet high. [t was discovered at Dibon in
Transjordan in 1851 and is now in the Louvre in Paris. The tilt of the Moabite’s head on the relief gives credence
to Jeremiah’s prophesy against Moab for their arrogance: “How do you say, ‘We are heroes and mighty men of
war?" The destroyer of Moab and his cities has come up and the choicest of his young men have gone down to
slaughter, declares the King, whose name is the Lord of hosts” (Jeremiah 48:14).
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